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The Law School. — With the opening of the fall term two 
new members of the faculty began their work at the School, 
Professor Thomas W. Swan, who succeeds Professor Rogers 
as Dean, and Professor Walter Wheeler Cook, for several years 
past professor of law in the University of Chicago. 

Dean Swan, the son of Thomas W. Swan, B.A. Yale 1869, 
a lawyer of Norwich, Connecticut, received his B.A. from Yale 
College, with high honors, in 1900. While an undergraduate he 
had been made a member of Phi Beta Kappa. In 1903 he was 
awarded the degree of LL.B. cum, laude by the Harvard Law 
School. For two years Dean Swan was an editor of the Har- 
vard Law Review, during his last year in the school being 
editor-in-chief. 

For the next thirteen years he engaged successfully in the 
practice of law in Chicago, — since 1907 as a member of the firm 
of Bentley, Burling & Swan. During his residence in Chicago 
he also took an important part in various civic activities. 

While Dean Swan has in the past devoted almost all his time 
and energy to the active practice of the law, he has always been 
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greatly interested in matters relating to legal education; and, 
as an expression of his interest in this field of work, in 1905 and 
1908 he filled temporary vacancies in the teaching staff of the 
University of Chicago Law School. 

At Yale Dean Swan will, as Lines Professor of Testamentary 
Law, give the course in Wills and Administration for the second 
year men. He will also have the course in Torts, for members 
of the entering class. 

Professor Walter Wheeler Cook comes to Yale from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago Law School after a long and successful expe- 
rience as a teacher of law in several universities. He holds his 
three degrees from Columbia University, A.B. 1894, MA. 1899, 
and LL.M. 1901. He is a member of Phi Beta Kappa. Shortly 
after taking his A.B., he spent two years studying at the uni- 
versities of Jena, Leipzig and Berlin. 

After being, successively, professor of law in the Universities 
of Nebraska, Missouri and Wisconsin, Professor Cook, in 1910, 
accepted a call to the University of Chicago, where he made a 
distinguished record as teacher and scholar during his six years 
of service. He has taken an active part in the work of the 
Association of American Law Schools; and at the last meeting 
of this organization he was elected President for the year 1916- 
191 7. From time to time Professor Cook has contributed learned 
and important articles to the various law reviews. 

At Yale his subjects will be Pleading, Crimes and Trusts. 



CONFIDENTIAL RELATIONS AND BURDEN OF PROOF OF UNDUE 
INFLUENCE IN WILL CASES 

In Appeal of Kirby 1 the Supreme Court of Errors of Connect- 
icut held, that, on an appeal from: the probate of a will, the 
burden of proof of the issue of undue influence shifts from the 
contestant when there is evidence that a legatee occupied a rela- 
tion of special confidence to the testator, irrespective of the ques- 
tion whether the legatee had participated in the actual making 
of the will. 

This proposition contains two points of interest, namely, (1) 
a beneficiary occupying a relation of special confidence to the 
testator must remove suspicion from himself even though it 
may not appear that he had anything to do with the execution 

1 (1916) 98 Atl. (Conn.) 349. 



